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	“The Southern Cross”
	HERMANUS ASTRONOMY CENTRE NEWSLETTER
	Monthly meeting This month’s meeting will take place on Monday 20 May at the Catholic Church Hall starting at 19.00. The scheduled presentation on the upgraded HESS facility in Namibia by Centre member Herbert Poller has been postponed until October. The presenter for May is Dr Daniel Cunnama, Science Engagement Astronomer at the SAAO in Cape Town. The title of his presentation is ‘Simulations of galaxies and galaxy clusters’’. See below for details.
	WHAT’S UP?
	LAST MONTH’S ACTIVITIES
	FUTURE TRIPS
	Planning is underway for an outing this year. Members will be sent details once the arrangements have been made.
	ASTRONOMY SELF-GUIDED EDUCATION CENTRE (ASEC)
	Work continues on planning and administrative requirements for work to begin on the proposed Astronomy Self-guided Education Centre, to be located within the existing whale-watching area at Gearing’s Point.
	The Friends of the Observatory campaign was launched several years ago when preliminary work began on plans to construct an astronomical observatory in Hermanus. Over the years, members have been very generous, for which we are deeply grateful. It may seem logical to assume that, now money has been awarded by the National Lotteries Board, pledge monies are no longer needed. Unfortunately, that is not the case. NLC funds can only be used once the plans have been formally approved by the Municipality.
	ASTRONOMY NEWS
	TESS spots its first exocomet around one of the sky's brightest stars  3 April: The planet-hunting TESS telescope has big shoes to fill - shoes that once belonged to Kepler. Before its retirement last October, the pioneering Kepler Space Telescope spent 10 years paving the way for the search for planets (and possibly life) outside the solar system. Of the nearly 4,000 exoplanets discovered around other stars to date, Kepler found more than half. Now, TESS is up to bat, and it is already off to a great start.
	Israel's Beresheet lander crashes into Moon  11 April: Israel’s Beresheet spacecraft, which was  set to land on the Moon today, suffered an engine and communications failure, causing it to instead crash into the lunar surface. Details are still emerging about what exactly went wrong.
	Surprise 4,000-mile ‘ice corridor’ found on Saturn’s moon Titan 30 April: NASA’s Cassini spacecraft surveyed the moon (along with Saturn and its other moons) for 13 years, and even deployed a lander, Huygens, to Titan’s surface. Although Cassini’s mission ended in 2017, its data lives on, and planetary scientists continue to learn more about the history and surface features of this strangely Earth-like moon. They have spotted surprisingly diverse landscapes on Titan, from broad planes to sandy dunes and even rivers and lakes. Since the world is so cold, these features are made up of liquid methane and other organic compounds that slosh over a bedrock of solid, rock-hard ice. Even though the dense atmospheric haze makes makes it tough to observe Titan and get good data, researchers have shown how useful a new analysis technique can be in mapping titan and understanding its subtle surface features. Almost as a bonus, it also spotted an entirely unexpected feature: a ribbon of exposed bedrock ice that wraps nearly halfway around the moon.
	Source of these and further astronomy news items: www.astronomy.com/news
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